Eligibility criteria for allied health professionals 
providing Medicare services–Victoria, August 2008

Aboriginal Health Workers must have been awarded a Certificate Level III (or higher) in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health from a Registered Training Organisation that meets training standards set by the Australian National Training Authority’s Australian Quality Training Framework. 

Audiologists must be either a ‘Full Member’ of the Audiological Society of Australia Inc (ASA), who holds a ‘Certificate of Clinical Practice’ issued by the ASA; or an ‘Ordinary Member – Audiologist’ or ‘Fellow Audiologist’ of the Australian College of Audiology (ACAud). 

Chiropractors must be registered with the Chiropractors (or Chiropractors and Osteopaths) Registration Board in Victoria. 

Diabetes Educators must be a Credentialled Diabetes Educator (CDE) as credentialled by the Australian Diabetes Educators Association (ADEA) 

Dietitians must be an ‘Accredited Practising Dietitian’ as recognised by the Dietitians Association of Australia (DAA). 

Exercise Physiologists must be an ‘Accredited Exercise Physiologist’ as accredited by the Australian Association for Exercise and Sports Science (AAESS). 

A mental health nurse may qualify if they are a ‘Credentialled Mental Health Nurse’ as certified by the Australian College of Mental Health Nurses.

A social worker must be a ‘Member’ of the Australian Association of Social Workers (AASW) and  be certified by AASW as meeting the standards for mental health set out in AASW’s ‘Standards for Mental Health Social Workers 1999.’ 

Occupational Therapists must be a ‘Full-time Member’ or ‘Part-time Member’ of OT AUSTRALIA, the national body of the Australian Association of Occupational Therapists. 

Osteopaths must be registered with the Osteopaths (or Chiropractors and Osteopaths) Registration Board in Victoria.

Physiotherapists must be registered with the Physiotherapists Registration Board in Victoria.
Podiatrists must be registered with the Podiatrists Registration Board in Victoria. 
Psychologists must be registered, without limitation, with the Psychologists Registration Board in Victoria.

Speech Pathologists must be a ‘Practising Member’ of Speech Pathology Australia. 

Rebates for allied health services under Medicare
People who have chronic or complex health care needs that have been present or are likely to last longer than six months, or a terminal condition are eligible for  a Medicare rebate for an Enhanced Primary Care Plan prepared by their general practitioner. This may be either a GP Management Plan (GPMP) and/or a Team Care Arrangement (TCA).  Examples of chronic conditions include illnesses such as asthma, diabetes, cancer, cardiovascular disease, musculoskeletal conditions and stroke.

Under these Enhanced Primary Care Plans, patients may receive Medicare Benefits Schedule (MBS) rebates for services provided by a prescribed range of allied health services. Eligible patients can claim a maximum of 5 allied health services per calendar year.
Residents of aged care homes whose GP has contributed to a care plan prepared by the aged care home will also have access to rebates associated with the allied health services items. 

There are 13 specified categories of allied health professional able to receive referrals from general practitioners. These allied health professionals need to meet specific eligibility requirements, be in private practice and be registered with Medicare Australia before their patients can claim the MBS rebate per service from Medicare.

· A GP must complete a referral to the allied health professional 

· The allied health professional must report back to the referring GP 

· Services must be at least 20 minutes in duration and be provided to an individual patient. The allied health professional must personally attend the patient.

The specified categories of allied health professional able to receive referrals from general practitioners are:

· Aboriginal Health Worker – MBS item 10950 

· Audiologist – MBS item 10952 

· Chiropractor – MBS item 10964 

· Diabetes Educator – MBS item 10951 

· Dietitian – MBS item 10954 

· Exercise Physiologist – MBS item 10953 

· Mental Health Worker* – MBS item 10956 

· Occupational Therapist – MBS item 10958 

· Osteopath – MBS item 10966 

· Physiotherapist – MBS item 10960 

· Podiatrist – MBS Item 10962 

· Psychologist – MBS item 10968 

· Speech Pathologist – MBS item 10970 

(*includes Aboriginal health workers, mental health nurses, occupational therapists, psychologists and mental health accredited social workers only)
View Medicare Australia definitions of eligible allied health professions for Victoria. Eligibility criteria for allied health professionals providing Medicare services Vic.doc
Summary of each allied health profession 
The summaries below
· describe what each profession does

· outline the role of the peak body, along with contact details

· provide website addresses and information on their service provider directory e.g. whether it is searchable by postcode, suburb, or division of general practice

	Division of General Practice
	Aboriginal Controlled Community Health Services

	Ballarat & District Division of General Practice
	Ballarat and District Aboriginal Co-op

	Albury Wodonga Regional GP Network
	Mungabareena Aboriginal Co-op (Wodonga) 

(no medical service) 

	
	Albury Wodonga Aboriginal Health Service (Albury)

	Central Victoria General Practice Network
	Bendigo and District Aboriginal Co-op

	Central-West Gippsland Division of General Practice
	Central Gippsland Aboriginal Health Service * (Morwell)

	Dandenong & Casey GP Association 
	Bunurong Aboriginal Health Service (Dandenong)

	East Gippsland Division of General Practice
	Gippsland & East Gippsland Aboriginal Medical Centre (Bairnsdale)

	
	Lake Tyers Aboriginal Trust

	
	Moogji Aboriginal Council (Orbost)

	
	Ramahyuck Aboriginal Co-op (Sale) *

	GP Association of Geelong
	Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-op (Geelong)

	Goulburn Valley Division of General Practice
	Rumbalara Health Service (Shepparton)

	Mallee Division of General Practice
	Mildura Aboriginal Health Service

	
	Murray Valley Aboriginal Co-op (Robinvale)

	
	Swan Hill Co-op  (not currently a VACCHO member, but an active service)

	
	Cummeragunja (Barmah Town - NSW) 

(no medical service)

	Melbourne General Practice Network
	Victorian Aboriginal Health Service (Fitzroy)

	Murray Plains Division of General Practice
	Njernda Aboriginal Co-op (Echuca)

	Otway Division of General Practice
	Gunditjmara Aboriginal Co-op (Warrnambool)

	
	Dhauward Wurrung Elderly Citizens Assoc (Portland) 

	
	Winda Mara Aboriginal Co-op (Heywood) 

	
	Kirrae Framlingham (Warrnambool) 

	Western Melbourne Division of General Practice/Westgate DGP
	Western Gathering Place 

	West Vic
	Goolum Goolum (Horsham)

	
	Budja Budja Halls Gap 


	Audiologist
	Audiologists specialise in the assessment, prevention and non-medical management of hearing impairment and associated disorders of communication. Audiologists are university graduates who have extensive specialist training at post-graduate level. Services that audiologists provide include: 

· hearing assessment of infants, children and adults, including assessment required for the purposes of medical management;

· rehabilitation services including prescription and fitting of hearing aids, cochlear implants and other prosthetic hearing devices; 

· counselling relating to hearing, hearing impairment and tinnitus; 

· hearing conservation programs; 

· community hearing awareness education programs. 

	Audiological Society of Australia Inc.
	Audiologists in Australia are represented professionally by the Audiological Society of Australia Inc (ASA). ASA was founded in 1968 and has a current membership in excess of 1000 member audiologists. ASA Full Membership requires evidence of a Masters of Audiology degree (or equivalent) with a major in Audiology. ASA members have agreed to practise audiology in accordance with the ASA Code of Ethics and Professional Standards of Practice. 

The Audiological Society of Australia works to: 

· Pursue and promote the knowledge and practice of audiology 

· Promote ASA as the professional association for audiologists 

· Further the advancement of the members’ professional interests 
· Promote optimum hearing healthcare in the community through quality professional assessment, rehabilitation, education and research.

	MBS eligible
	MBS TCA 10958 

	Website
	http://www.audiology.asn.au/pdf/service/asa-vic.pdf
Consumer information/directory of services/listing of providers by state and territory, then alphabetical by metropolitan and country location
NOT searchable for providers by GP division

	Contact information 
	Audiological Society of Australia Inc. 
Suite 7, 476 Canterbury Road
Forest Hill VIC 3131
PH: 61 3 9416 4606
Fax: 61 3 9416 4607
Email: info@audiology.asn.au


	Chiropractor
	Chiropractic is based on the fact that your body is a self-regulating, self-healing organism. These important functions are controlled by the brain, spinal cord, and all the nerves of the body.

The skull protects the delicate tissues of the brain. The moving bones of the spine protect the vulnerable communication pathways of the spinal cord and nerve roots. If the nervous system is impaired, it can cause malfunction of the tissue and organs throughout the body.  

Chiropractic is the science of locating offending spinal structures, the art of reducing their impact to the nervous system, and a philosophy of natural health care based on your inborn potential to be healthy.



	Chiropractors’ Association of Australia (National) Ltd


	The Association exists to:
1. Facilitate and promote communication between members, leadership and the chiropractic community.
2. Develop and promote Chiropractic.
3. Support and represent members and be responsive to their needs.
4. Uphold the core values of Chiropractic.
5. Provide leadership and facilitate unity within the profession.
6. Facilitate fellowship.

7. Set and maintain standards.

	MBS eligible
	MBS TCA 10964 

	Website
	 http://www.chiropractors.asn.au
Type in your location and request either ‘find the closest’ or ‘all nearby’

NOT searchable for providers by GP division

	Contact information 
	National Office
2/36 Woodriff Street, Penrith NSW 2750
PO Box 335, Penrith NSW 2751
Free call: 1800 075 003
Tel: (02) 4731 8011
Fax: (02) 4731 8088
E-mail: caa@caa.asn.au

 HYPERLINK "mailto:nhq@caa.asn.au%20" 




	Diabetes Educator
	Australian Diabetes Educators Association members provide diabetes care and self management education to people living with diabetes, and to their families and carers, with the aim of improving diabetes endpoint outcomes.



	Australian Diabetes Educators Association
	The Australian Diabetes Educators Association (ADEA) is Australia’s peak professional organisation in diabetes education. It actively promotes best practice diabetes education to ensure optimal health and well being for all people affected by, and at risk of, diabetes. The Association accredits courses in diabetes education across Australia; sets standards of practice in diabetes education; provides training packages for generalist nurses, practice nurses, indigenous health workers and allied health professionals (through the National Association of Diabetes Centres, a partnership between ADEA and the Australian Diabetes Society); and supports diabetes educators. Association Members can become Credentialed Diabetes Educators, a status that recognises their training, expertise and professionalism.


	MBS eligible
	MBS TCA  

	Website
	http://www.adea.com.au/public/cde_f1.aspx
Search for credentialed DE or search for diabetes services

Searchable for providers by GP division

	Contact information 
	The ADEA National Office is located in Canberra and is co-located with the Australian Diabetes Professional Organisations (ADPO) office. The Administrative Officer should be contacted for membership and other inquiries. 

Administrative Officer 

Postal: PO Box 3570
WESTON ACT 2611 
Location: 27 Mulley Street
HOLDER ACT 2611 

Phone:(02) 6287 4822 

Office Fax:(02) 6287 4877 

Email: inquiries@adea.com.au



	Dietitian
	A dietitian is a health professional who has a specific understanding of the nutritional value of food and its impact on the health of the human body. 

A clinical dietitian works with people with particular medical conditions who would benefit from nutritional intervention. 

A dietitian gives nutrition counselling to people who need a special diet for problems associated with medical conditions such as heart disease, diabetes, allergies, or gastro-intestinal disorders. 

Advice might be given to people who are overweight, underweight, or who simply need information on general nutrition. In talking with a dietitian, a client will receive personalized advice tailored to his or her specific food requirements. 

Both adults and children who have generally have been referred by their doctor or other health professional might see a dietitian. They might be referred following diagnosis of a new medical condition or because they need a review of their dietary needs as updated information becomes available about their condition.

	Dietitians Association of Australia (DAA)
	The Dietitians Association of Australia (DAA) is the national Association of the profession, with branches in each State and Territory. The precursor of DAA, the Australian Association of Dietitians, was established in 1976. The Association became known as DAA in 1983. DAA represents approximately 3,300 members. Dietitians are employed in a wide variety of work areas including clinical dietetics, community nutrition, education, private sector, government, research and industry.

	MBS eligible
	MBS TCA 10954 

	Website
	http://www.daa.asn.au/dmsweb/frmfindapdsearch.aspx
Can search for providers by postcode or town

Searchable for providers by GP division

	Contact information 
	Dietitians Association of Australia 
1/8 Phipps Close 
DEAKIN    ACT   2600
02 6163 5200 
T: 1800 812 942
nationaloffice@daa.asn.au


	Exercise Physiologist
	The term “Exercise Physiologist” describes professionals from within the field of exercise science who have specialised in either health and fitness or exercise rehabilitation streams. 

AAESS defines the domain of an exercise physiologist as matching the immediate aspirations and needs of the client with appropriate exercise interventions, and developing strategies which promote and assist in interventions being undertaken regularly for a prolonged period of time. Interventions will rarely only involve physical activity and as a consequence the exercise physiologist does not practice in isolation but will collaborate with other recognised health practitioners.  An exercise physiologist is ideally suited to providing professional services in the area of exercise as a treatment strategy in physical rehabilitation, as a preventative strategy for disease prevention, and work hardening as part of establishing and sustaining functional independence.

	The Australian Association for Exercise and Sports Science (AAESS)
	The Australian Association for Exercise and Sports Science (AAESS) is a professional organisation which is committed to establishing, promoting and defending the career paths of tertiary trained exercise and sports science practitioners, who are in turn committed to best practice and client well-being. The central tenet of the profession is that: 

"Exercise and Sports Science is a multidisciplinary field concerned with the understanding and enhancement of human movement in the broadest sense, including general physical activity pursuits such as goal oriented fitness regimens and recreational sport as well as elite sport and the area of performance enhancement. It includes the knowledge, methods and applications of subdisciplines (ie. exercise physiology, biomechanics, motor control and motor development, exercise and sport psychology) as well as how they interact". 

	MBS eligible
	MBS TCA 10953 

	Website
	www.aaess.com.au
searchable for providers by GP division

	Contact information 
	The Australian Association for Exercise and Sports Science 
PO Box 123, Red Hill Qld, 4059
Phone: 07 3856 5622

info@aaess.com.au 




	Mental Health Nurse


	The Australian College of Mental Health Nurses Inc. believes that mental health nursing is a unique interpersonal process, which promotes and maintains behaviours that contribute to integrated functioning for individuals and communities.

Mental health nursing is therapeutic in itself in the caring, honest and trusting relationship it conveys. Mental health nursing embodies the concept of caring by supporting clients who are unable to maintain mental, social or physical health functions for themselves and empowers the client to take an active role in self-advocacy and self-care.

Caring extends to self and peers, as an active factor in promoting mental health.

	Australian College of Mental Health Nurses
	The Australian College of Mental Health Nurses is the peak professional body for mental health nurses in Australia. Established as a congress in 1975 it is the only organisation that solely represents mental health nurses. The college employed a full time salaried Executive Officer in August 2004 but primarily relies on the work of volunteers. The Australian College of Mental health Nurses is constantly striving to ensure that mental health nursing is on the agenda at Local, State and National levels. 

	MBS eligible
	MBS TCA 10956 

	Website
	http://www.acmhn.org/files/credential_list.pdf
There is an alphabetical listing which notes areas of specialisation

NOT searchable for providers by division of general practice, suburb or postcode 

	Contact information 
	National

PO Box 154
Deakin West ACT 2600
Tel: 02 6285 1078
Toll Free: 1300 667 079
Fax: 02 6285 2166
Email: enquiries@acmhn.org
Web: http://www.acmhn.org
Victoria
Branch Email: vic@acmhn.org 

Web: www.acmhn.org/vic


	Occupational Therapist


	Occupational therapy is a profession concerned with promoting health and well being through occupation. The primary goal of occupational therapy is to enable people to participate in the activities of everyday life. Occupational therapists achieve this outcome by enabling people to do things that will enhance their ability to participate or by modifying the environment to better support participation.

Occupational therapists have a broad education that equips them with skills and knowledge to work collaboratively with individuals or groups of people who have an impairment of body structure or function due to a health condition, and who experience barriers to participation. Occupational therapists believe that participation can be supported or restricted by physical, social, attitudinal and legislative environments. Therefore, occupational therapy practice may be directed to changing aspects of the environment to enhance participation.

Occupational therapy is practised in a wide range of settings, including hospitals, health centres, homes, workplaces, schools, reform institutions and housing for seniors. Clients are actively involved in the therapeutic process, and outcomes of occupational therapy are diverse, client-driven and measured in terms of participation or satisfaction derived from participation. 


	OT AUSTRALIA


	OT AUSTRALIA is the peak professional body representing the interests of occupational therapists across the country. OT AUSTRALIA strives to ensure that members consistently receive quality, responsive services that add significant value to their careers.

The Association also aims to support, promote and represent the profession of occupational therapy as a key element of the allied health sector in Australia.

OT AUSTRALIA National comprises all states and territories (Member Associations) and has a membership of some 5000 individual occupational therapists nationally.

	MBS eligible
	MBS TCA 10958 and 10956 [mental health service] 

	Website
	National http://www.ausot.com.au
Victoria http://www.otausvic.com.au
Lists providers alphabetically and via speciality

NOT searchable for providers by GP division

	Contact information 
	OT AUSTRALIA 
Mail:  P.O. Box 1286
North Fitzroy 3068

Location: Suite 4, 430 Rae Street
North Fitzroy 3068
Phone: 03 9481 6866 
info@otausvic.com.au


	Osteopath
	Osteopathy is a "whole body" system of manual therapy, based on unique biomechanical principles, which uses a wide range of techniques to treat musculo-skeletal problems and other functional disorders of the body. It is now widely recognised throughout the world as one of the most scientifically validated and effective "complementary" therapies. 

The World Health Organisation recognises the osteopathic concept of somatic dysfunction as being scientifically proven, and the British Medical Association also recognises osteopathy as a discrete medical discipline. In Australia, osteopaths are statutorily registered practitioners and five year, full-time university training is available which covers anatomy, physiology, pathology and general medical diagnosis in addition to osteopathic technique. Osteopaths are primary care practitioners, and are trained to be able to recognise conditions which require medical referral. They are also trained to carry out standard medical examinations of the cardiovascular, respiratory and nervous system.

	Australian Osteopathic Association

	The AOA is the national professional body representing osteopaths in Australia.  Originally founded in 1955 in Victoria, the Association became a federal body in 1991. Today, the AOA represents osteopaths in all states, liaising with government and all other statutory bodies regarding professional, educational and legislation issues.

	MBS eligible
	MBS TCA 10966 

	Website
	http://www.osteopathic.com.au/index.php/find_osteo
"Find an Osteopath" You can search based on a post code, the State you live in or the last name of an Osteopath.

NOT searchable for providers by GP division

	Contact information  
	Australian Osteopathic Association
Mail: PO Box 5044 

CHATSWOOD WEST NSW 1515

Location:  Suite 4, 11 Railway Street
Chatswood NSW 2067

Phone: 1800 467 836 

Fax: 61 2 9410 1699
aoa@osteopathic.com.au


	Physiotherapist
	Physiotherapy is a clinical health science and profession that aims to rehabilitate and improve people with movement disorders by using evidence-based, natural methods such as exercise, motivation, adapted equipment, education and advocacy.   Physiotherapists study medical science subjects such as anatomy, neuroscience and physiology to develop skills and attitudes necessary for health education and prevention, diagnosis, treatment and rehabilitation of patients with physical disorders and disabilities.  The physiotherapist works in health care systems in both hospitals and the community

All physiotherapists in Australia are required to be registered by law. Registration as a physiotherapist is only possible after completion of a university degree in physiotherapy or health sciences with a physiotherapy course.  Physiotherapists, who are known as physical therapists in America, work all around the world. They are the experts in the examination and treatment of musculoskeletal, neuromuscular and cardiothoracic problems that affect peoples’ abilities to move the way they want and function as well as they want in their daily lives.


	The Australian Physiotherapy Association (APA)
	The Australian Physiotherapy Association (APA) is the peak body representing the interests of Australian physiotherapists and their patients. The APA is a national organisation with non-autonomous state and territory branches and specialty subgroups.  The organisation has approximately 11,000 members, some 70 staff, and over 300 members in volunteer positions on committees or working parties. 


	MBS eligible
	MBS TCA 10960 

	Website
	 http://apa.advsol.com.au/physio_and_health/home.cfm
Can search for providers by state, then suburb or postcode

NOT searchable for providers by GP division

	Contact information 
	APA Victoria
Suite 2, 1175 Toorak Road, 
Camberwell VIC 3124

Phone: (03) 9092 0866 
vic.branch@physiotherapy.asn.au



	Podiatrist

(Until 1977, Australian podiatrists were known as chiropodists) 
	A podiatrist is health professional who deals with the prevention, diagnosis, treatment and rehabilitation of medical and surgical conditions of the feet and lower limbs.  The conditions podiatrists treat include those resulting from bone and joint disorders such as arthritis and soft-tissue and muscular pathologies as well as neurological and circulatory diseases. Podiatrists are also able to diagnose and treat any complications of the above, which affect the lower limb, including skin and nail disorders, corns, calluses and in growing toenails. Foot injuries and infections gained through sport or other activities are also diagnosed and treated by podiatrists. 


	The Australian Podiatry Association (Victoria) 


	The Australian Podiatry Association is an independent, member organisation. The Australian Podiatry Association (APodA) is the peak representative body with 70% of registered podiatrists in Victoria as members.  The APodA has a number of key roles:

· To represent the profession to government and associated bodies, health funds and other professional associations. 

· To maintain professional standards through continuing education and resources to ensure the competence of practitioners. 

· To maintain ethical standards by encouraging members to comply with the Code of Ethics 

· To promote the profession through planned promotional events, liaison with external bodies and through provision of promotional materials to members. 

	MBS eligible
	MBS TCA 10962 

	Website
	http://www.podiatryvic.com.au/Locate/Locality.htm
When searching by postcode the results returned will include the postcode you submitted plus or minus 2 e.g. Postcode 3200 will return Postcodes 3198 to 3202.

NOT searchable for providers by GP division

	Contact information 
	Australian Podiatry Association (Victoria)
Suite 26/456 St.Kilda Road
Melbourne, VIC 3004
Phone: (03) 9866 5906
Fax: (03) 9866 2094
Email: apoda@podiatryvic.com.au



	Psychologist
	Psychologists are experts in human behaviour. Most psychologists help mentally healthy people to find ways of functioning better. For example, they train people to handle stress and family problems. Psychological therapies are also widely used by groups and organisations. 

Psychologists practice in a range of specialist areas and workplaces. The most commonly known specialisation is a counselling or clinical psychologist, who might be consulted about personal or relationship issues. Clinical psychologists study for at least six years to attain their qualifications. However, psychologists also specialise in industrial and organisational settings, education, community issues, sport and health, to name just a few. These specialists practise in diverse workplaces, from schools and welfare agencies to companies and hospitals.
All psychologists are legally required to register with the Psychologist Registration Board in their State or Territory. 

	The Australian Psychological Society (APS)
	To represent, promote and advance psychology within the context of improving community wellbeing and scientific knowledge:

1. Increase advocacy for psychology and community wellbeing 

2. Increase the Society’s impact on a range of government policies 

3. Enhance the profile of APS psychologists and psychology and increase public access to and utilisation of psychological services 

4. Strengthen APS relationships and profile with key external bodies to further develop and promote psychology 

5. Improve support for the scientific discipline of psychology 

6. Improve support for the profession of psychology 

7. Establish and support the achievement of high standards for psychology 



	MBS eligible
	MBS TCA 10968 

	Website
	http://www.psychology.org.au/FindaPsychologist/Default.aspx?ID=1204
Can search for providers by postcode/suburb/town under ‘find a psychologist’

NOT searchable for providers by GP division

	Contact information 
	Australian Psychological Society
Mail: PO Box 38
Flinders Lane VIC 8009  

Location: Level 11, 257 Collins Street
Melbourne VIC

Phone: (03) 8662 3300
Toll free: 1800 333 497
Fax: (03) 9663 6177
Email: contactus@psychology.org.au


	Social Worker- mental health

	Mental health social workers are qualified to work with individuals in complex and difficult social contexts. Social work practice extends from clinical skills in working with individual people with mental health problems, to working with families, groups and communities. Social work training and skills focus on the social context and social consequences, and the treatment of mental illness. 

The Australian Association of Social Workers accredits social workers with specialist qualifications and training in mental health to work as service providers in the Medicare Plus and Better Access to Mental Health Care initiatives. 

Mental health social workers share a knowledge and skills base with the other allied health professions and provide a range of evidence based and solution focussed interventions. These include: 

• Cognitive behavioural therapy 

• Interpersonal psychotherapy 

• Narrative therapy 

• Family therapeutic paradigms, and 

• Psycho-education. 

Social workers specialise in working with individuals and families where mental health problems exist in connection with social problems such as family distress, unemployment, disability, poverty and trauma. 



	Australian Association of Social Workers


	Objectives of the AASW 

· To promote the profession of social work. 

· To provide an organisation through which social workers can develop a professional identity. 

· To establish, monitor and improve practice standards. 

· To contribute to the development of social work knowledge and research. 

· To advocate on behalf of clients. 

· To actively support social structures and policies pursuant to the promotion of social justice

There are approximately 6,000 members of the AASW

	MBS eligible
	MBS TCA 10956  

	Website
	http://www.aasw.asn.au/about/prof_practice/register/vic.htm
Searchable by division of general practice

Have  brochure for AASW members to give to general practice about qualified mental health social worker role

	Contact information 
	Australian Association of Social Workers(Victoria)
Mail: PO Box 367, Carlton South VIC 3053
Location: Level 1, 749A Nicholson Street, Carlton North 3054 
Phone: (03) 9388 1499 Fax: (03) 9388 1399 aaswvic@aasw.asn.au                           


	Speech Pathologist
	A speech pathologist has been trained to assess and treat people who have a communication disability.
Speech pathologists complete a degree at university which encompasses all aspects of communication including speech, writing, reading, signs, symbols and gestures. Speech pathologists also work with people who have difficulties swallowing food and drink. Speech pathologists or speech-language pathologists were formerly known as speech therapists. They are different from speech and drama teachers.



	Speech Pathology Private Practitioners Association of Victoria (SPPPAV)


	Speech Pathology Australia is the national peak body for the speech pathology profession in Australia.

The Association's main objectives include: 

· To prescribe, guide and govern the clinical and ethical standards of members in their practice of speech pathology 

· To facilitate and promote opportunities for members to pursue knowledge and develop professionally 

· To disseminate professional positions to key stakeholder groups including: the government, consumers, referrers and the public  

· To advocate for and respond to the needs of clients with communication and swallowing difficulties 

· To promote timely access to services 

· To represent the interests and views of members of the Association.



	MBS eligible
	MBS TCA 10970 

	Website
	www.speechpathologyprivate.com
For an alphabetical list of Vic private speech pathologists see The Speech Pathology Private Practitioners' Association of Victoria (SPPPAV) website 

NOT searchable for providers by GP division

https://www.speechpathologyaustralia.org.au/Eseries/Customer/source/Members/advancedSearch.cfm
Search by entering main database and typing in state and/or postcode.  Clicking on name lists more details such as area of specialisation
NOT searchable for providers by GP division



	Contact information 
	Speech Pathology Australia
2nd Floor, 11-19 Bank Place
Melbourne VIC 3000
Phone: 9642 4899

enquiries@speechpathologyprivate.com



